
Airport Advisory Board Meeting Minutes 
Anaconda – Deer Lodge Country 

 
September 30, 2015 – 7:00 a.m. Pilot’s Lounge 

 
 
Members Present: Vice Chairman Al Messer, Tim Casey, Jim Jonas, Bill Willing, Carol 
Ann Durham, Nick Nardacci and Jim Novak – Airport Manager,  
 
Guests:  None 
 
Absent: Greg Bahr and Commissioner Terry Vermeire 
 
I. Vice-Chairman Al Messer called the meeting to order. 
 
II. Approval of Minutes:   A motion was made by Tim Casey to accept the minutes of 
the August 28, 2015 meeting. Bill Willing seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
 
III. MANAGER’S REPORT:  Mr. Jim Novak  
 

• The DiGiWx has been on and off or two months now.  The Visibility sensor has 
been returned to Bowman Field.  The power pack turns off as soon as it is hooked up.  
The repair technician is coming next week. 

• The insurance for the Pilot car has been approved.  An invoice will have to be 
submitted by Dr. Weber for the vehicle so it can be submitted to Montana Aeronautics.   

• The insurance will require a set of diving rules to be submitted prior to the 
coverage being activated:  No alcohol, texting or speeding.  Drivers must stay within X 
amount of miles.   A Usage Log will be kept inside the vehicle. 

• Novak will contact Helena regarding a copy of the Pilot rules. 
• There continues to be more charter jet traffic that General Aviation.  Last month 

there were five jets that came in for a wedding at Rock Creek. 
• The Largest plane Bowman Field can handle is a G5 which is equal to a 727. 

 
 V.  Old Business: 
 
Lease Update: 

• Board members discussed the email and sample handouts from the Helena and 
Stevensville airports that were provided by Shaun Shea from Morrison and Maierle. 
• The board has agreed to continue with the work already begun by Jim Jonas and 
Ben Krakowka.   
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• Al Messer provided five letters of support for the fuel farm.   The letters were from 
the Dick Verstraete, ADLC Fish Hatchery,The Ranch at Rock Creek, Community 
Hospital of Anaconda, Dee Motor and Aware, Inc. 
• The letters of support will be attached to the August minutes when they are sent 
to the Commission. 
• Novak will use the letters when he asks FWP and Arco for contributions for the 
wildlife fence. 
• The board members asked if there were any incentives the County could offer in 
order to attract a FBO (Fixed Base Operator).  Novak mentioned the availability of 
land at a minimal price and possible loans and grants. 
• A FBO could also possibly take over the courtesy car business by renting 
vehicles. 
• A FBO could provide fuel and also build a hangar to facilitate aeronautic 
mechanical services.  Board members mentioned Aaron Jones of Butte as a 
mechanic. 
• Steve Engebrecht from the FAA will soon be negotiating a contract fee with 
Shellabarger’s for the “Through the fence access” from their hangar to the airport. 
• Paula will check the website and Growth Policy for airport information. 
• Board members were going to contact Don Clark regarding the National Guard 
utilizing Bowman Field.  Will someone follow up? 
• Board members agreed to continue the work on the private lease language.  In 
the future the board will have to determine a lease and cost for commercial 
ventures.   
• The lease needs to look toward the future as to what the possibilities are at 
Bowman field.  What do businesses want? 

 
V.  New Business:   None 
  
 
VI. MISCELLANEOUS:  None 
 
 

  
Adjourn:  A motion was made to adjourn, 8:20 a.m.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Paula R. Arneson, 
Planning Department Secretary 


