Airport Advisory Board Meeting Minutes
Anaconda – Deer Lodge Country

January 28, 2015 – 7:00 a.m. Pilot’s Lounge
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Members Present:  Chairman Al Messer, Tim Casey, Nick Nardacci, Jim Jonas, Greg Bahr and Commissioner Terry Vermeire and Jim Novak – Airport Manager

Guests:  None
Absent:  Bill Willing 

I. Chairman Al Messer called the meeting to order.
II. Approval of Minutes:   A motion was made by Greg Bahr to accept the minutes of the November 2014 meeting.  Tim Casey seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
III. Election of Officers:  Tim Casey made the motion to nominate Greg Bahr Chair and Jim Jonas as Vice Chair.  Nick Nardacci seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.
III. Manager’s Report:  Mr. Jim Novak 
· There has been nothing publicized as of yet regarding the pilot car grants.
· If ADLC were to receive an award, the car could be purchased from either Dee Motor or Discovery Buick.  The grant is for $3,000.

· FAA is giving the tribes until the end of the month to provide an answer regarding their preference for installing the wildlife fence posts.  If an answer is not received by the tribes, the FAA will send the tribes a Memorandum of Understanding detailing the chosen process.
· The grant will include the purchase of the Ueland property and the construction of the fence for a total cost of $800,000.  The County is hoping to obtain the $40,000 matching funds from FWP and Arco.  
· Novak stated that Angela McLean and Dan Villa would also lend their support regarding the idea.
I.V.  Old Business:   
· Paperwork for the wildlife fence construction will be submitted for the budget beginning July 2015.  

· The County has budgeted for the required local grant match.

·  The modem for the pilot lounge phone was bad and has been replaced.
· This is the third modem that has been replaced.

· The DiGiWx computer screen and internet connection is still active even though the phone is down.

· No one can explain why the modems go bad.

· Ennis is removing the DiGiWx due to the company not responding to service inquiries.  Novak has not experienced any difficulty with their service.  DiGiWx has sent a new replacement modem for shipping charges only.

· Deer Lodge is eliminating their DiGiWx due to the expense of having it calibrated which is required three times a year.

· Novak is trained in calibration but someone else will have to be trained before he retires.

· Life Flight doesn’t care for the DiGiWx.  They feel it provides only the minimum weather information necessary.  Life Flight could use the Butte information because it is legally within range but the weather is too varying between Butte and Anaconda.
· There are six providers that now service Life Flight.
V.  New Business:    
· The annual Montana Aeronautics Conference will be held at the Holiday Inn at the end of February.
· This year the mechanics and CFI’s will have certification opportunities.
· Fuel vendors also attend the conference, but historically are not interested in retail sales.
VI. MISCELLANEOUS:  
· Board members discussed the possibility of designing a fuel tank that will hold both Jet A and 100 Low Lead.
· The camera system information has been given to Shaun Shea and will be included in the grant request for the wildlife fence.  The camera system can be used for security at the wildlife fence gate.
Adjourn:  A motion was made to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,
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Paula R. Arneson,

Planning Department Secretary
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