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SOLID WASTE BOARD MINUTES 
November 19, 2015 

ANACONDA-DEER LODGE COUNTY 
 
Members in attendance: Chairperson Mary Lou McPhail, Tim Flynn, Carol Ann Durham 
Staff: Paula Arneson 
Landfill Manager: Dannee Miller  
Also in attendance:  Commissioner Terry Vermeire  
   
Members absent: None 
Others in attendance:   none 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
 
A motion was made by Tim Flynn to approve the minutes of July 23, 2015. 
 
Discussion:  Landfill manager Dannee Miller questioned the July minutes as to the complaints that Tim 
Flynn was receiving regarding the metals bin and BSB.  Dannee called both Glen Rayfish, BSB 
Landfill Manager and H&H Recycling.   
 
Mr. Rayfish explained to Dannee that bins that contain types of wire are the biggest concern as the 
wire gets tangled in the heavy equipment.  Typically ADLC bins do not contain wire, but Dannee noted 
the concern.  Danny reported that BSB Landfill had no issues with the ADLC bins.   
 
Dannee stated that he also visited with H&H Recycling.  Dannee explained that there are times when 
customers dispose of unwanted items in the metals bin that are not caught after the items have been 
covered up by the following customers.  Landfill staff work hard to keep unwanted items out of the 
metals bin but at times it is not safe for staff to be crawling down into the bins to remove heavy objects. 
 
H&H expressed their understanding and do not have any issues with ADLC’s bins. 
 
Carol Ann Durham made the motion to accept the July 23, 2015 minutes with Mr. Miller’s explanation.  
Mary Lou McPhail seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

   
Manager’s Report: 

• The landfill remains busy.  Leaves, dirt and a large volume of contractor concrete.   
• Dannee updated the board members on the three cells in the Landfill.  The cells have been 

leveled and topsoil applied.  In the spring the compost and seed will be applied to complete the 
cell closures. 

• Per DEQ, there were three items to address regarding the July 2015 inspection. 
• Remedies include:  #1 the burm was completed around the compost pile.  DEQ had requested 

the berm to prevent ground water collection. #2 A plastic tank with a spout was placed under 
the Auto Batteries.  The tank was then placed on fiberglass pallets. #3 the cement pile was 
leveled and covered. 

 
Old Business:      

• Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event: 
• The board reviewed the comments from Karen Solberg.  Karen feels that since the volume of 

HHW being collected is decreasing, it may not be worth the expense to hold one each year 
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especially since the electronic waste is now being collected.  The e-waste has been the 
majority of the items collected during the HHW and electronics collection events. 

• Board members agreed that it is an expensive event and that every-other year would be their 
recommendation as well.    

• Board members suggested posting a notice that there would not be a collection event in 2016 
and add information as to where people can take their HHW items.  Dannee commented that 
he is unaware of a HHW landfill in Montana. 

 
 
     Electronic Waste Update 

• There have been four recycling shipments of electronic waste.  ADLC has received the following 
payments for recyclable items. 

• 3/03/15    $419.64 
• 4/13/15    $363.14 
• 6/04/15    $328.83 
• 10/2015 $334.02 
• Total          $1,445.63 

 
• Board members reviewed Karen Solberg’s comments regarding the e-waste collection.  “If Dannee 

is not feeling overwhelmed with taking commercial stuff, then there really isn’t any reason to not 
take it.  That being said, large commercial or institutions should have a set protocol already in 
place and it would be good to use that first.  We know that we can’t handle large amounts at a 
time!” 

 
• The board members with given information regarding the Montana School District computer 

and e-waste recycling program run by Apple Computers. 
• Mary Lou confirmed the Anaconda School District uses the Apple program. 

 
New Business:   

• Nordic Refrigeration Agreement:  For the contract years 2014-2015, ADLC has been paying 
Nordic Refrigeration $8/unit to remove the Freon and recycle the unit.   

• Board members agreed to recommend a continuation of $8/unit. 
• Nordic Refrigeration will now be notified as to whether they agree to the price.  A memo will 

then be provided to Commission regarding Nordic’s decision.  (Note:  Due to recycling returns 
decreasing, Nordic Refrigeration has asked for a $2 increase, to $10/unit.) 

• The NR agreement will be on the agenda for the Commission Work Session on December 1, 
2015. 
 

• Electronic Waste Collection Policy: 
• Board members discussed the need for the County’s Policy and Procedure guidelines. 
• Carol Ann Durham is familiar with writing policies so she will visit with Dannee regarding his 

ideas for the collection policy. 
 
Ideas for Recycling in ADLC: 

• Board members discussed the current recycling situation in ADLC. 
• Aware in Butte accepts recyclables at their center and also in recycle bins that are placed in 

locations in Butte. 
• To start a recycling program in Anaconda be difficult as commodities are down in returns, there 

would have to be a dry location to store the items, especially newspaper, white paper and 
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cardboard.  Wet and moldy items cannot be recycled. 
• If the Anaconda landfill were to accept items, additional duties would be added to an already 

busy site for one person/shift. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS:    
• Board members were presented with the letter that was sent to Dannee Miller regarding the 

corrections to the inspection items.  The letter also mentioned that Dannee and Ed Johnson 
doe a great job at the landfill. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 
 
NEXT MEETING:   January 21, 2016 
 
ADJOURN:  A motion was made and seconded to adjourn. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Paula Arneson 

Planning Department Secretary       2015 


