ANACONDA-DEER LODGE COUNTY 
BOARD OF PUBLIC HEALTH MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, October 15, 2015, 4:30 pm
Anaconda Community Center, 3rd Floor

Present:  	Audrey Mattson, Katherine Basirico, Elaine Lux-Burt, Margaret Osika, John Drastal (by Skype), Sandy Bivins; and Jane Dierenfeldt (BOH Chairperson) 

Excused/ Absent:  	Karen Courtney, Carol Ann Durham, Karen Solberg, J. D. Anderson, and Cindy Reed (Health Officer).
Guests:  None	

I. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Jane Dierenfeldt at 4:40 pm.

II. Approval of agenda.

III. Approval of September 17, 2015 minutes.      

                                                                                                                        
IV. Department Reports:
A. Environmental Health Department (Karen Solberg). No report.

B. Code Enforcement Officer (Karen Courtney). No report.

C. Public Health Department (Katherine Basirico)
Katherine provided an oral report and indicated that she would forward a written report to attach to the minutes.

Katherine introduced Debbie Robinson, RN the new public health nurse.  She previously worked at Beaverhead County Health Department in Dillon. Debbie has been working with the school clinics and doing family planning outreach. She is trained in the “Draw the Line, Respect the Line” program, and did a lot of health education when working in Dillon

Flu is on the rise in Montana.  Katherine indicated that there is a shortage of flu mist, but more will be ready in December or January.  There is an adequate supply of shots. On  October 20th there will be an open house at the Public Health Department from 7 am to 7 pm.  Flu shots will  be available at that time.  An email will be forwarded to BOH members / stakeholders about the open house and it will be noticed in the Leader.

.

The Great Shake-out is being held on 10/21 at 10:21 am, to practice earthquake preparedness.  A table top activity is being planned by CHA that Katherine will attend.  It will include the DES coordinator, the fire department and county CEO.

The county has a new website that was launched two months ago.  There is a link to the Public Health Department pages.  There will  eventually be a Public Health Department Facebook page that is linked to the county website.

Katherine was unable to attend the Best Beginnings meeting this month.  

A Tobacco Prevention position for 30 to 40 hours/week has been posted..  The position will cover ADLC and Powell Counties.  Next week is Red Ribbon week.  Public Health is participating in all three counties.  Katherine met with youth and they are going to starting a local REACT group.  It is a national program that stands for “React Against Corporate Tobacco”.  Katherine reported that there are two small grants available for REACT groups up to $4,000 (one is a policy grant and one is a summit grant).  She indicated that the plan is to apply for both a Tobacco Free Parks grant and a Tobacco Free Olympics summit grant.  

The health fair will be held on October 28th from 3 pm to 7 pm.  Public Health will have two tables.  Blood draws are available at CHA Tuesdays and Thursdays through next week.  

Katherine attended the Local Mental Health Advisory Council.  She indicated they discussed the link between tobacco and mental illness.  The LAC will be conducting a survey with mental health clients that will be included in the community needs assessment.

There will be QPR (Question, Persuade, Refer) suicide training in Anaconda and Deer Lodge. In Anaconda it will be November 4th and in Deer Lodge it will be November 11th.  Notices will be in the paper with information regarding location, time and registration procedures.

The Montana Public Health Association meeting was held Tuesday / Wednesday,  October 13 and 14 in Bozeman.  Katherine and Debbie from Public Health along with, Margaret and Jane from the BOH attended the meeting.  Jane noted that Montana leads the nation in the number of people with an ACE (Adverse Childhood Experiences) score of four or more.  

Montana Healthy Communities meeting is being held October 27th and 28th in Helena.  The cost is $30 and information can be found by googling Montana Healthy Communities. Margaret and Jane plan to attend.

 	



D. County / Commission Update (Elaine Lux-Burt)
Elaine reported   the commission has been dealing with grants and job descriptions for a public health office manager and the public health nurse.  

Elaine said that the commission has approved the remodeling of bathrooms at Washoe Park, the A stadium and Benny Goodman Park.  The project is out for bids.  

Elaine reported that the commission has received requests for  waiver of sewer fees because the homes are uninhabitable.  A motion was made and seconded, after discussion, that the BOH write a letter to the commissioners and CEO urging them to not approve waivers for sewer and solid waste fees when a property is uninhabitable.  It is believed that granting waivers would promote blight and contribute to public health and safety hazards in the community.  The motion was voted on and approved.

E. County / Superfund Update (Katherine Basirico).No changes from last month.

F. School Update (no report). No report.

G. Other Updates:  None

V. Old Business:
BOH training with the Department of Public Health and Human Services, held Sept 3, 2015 was well attended. However, none of the new members of the Board were present. It was briefly discussed, and all members were urged to read their training packets.  

BOH Vacancies:  There is still one ex-officio position that has been advertised, but there has no response thus far. Jane will contact the county clerk and have it re-posted.

Strategic planning update:  The last meeting was postponed and will be scheduled

VI. New Business: 
There was a motion to add a Youth Representative to the Board.  There was some discussion that youth may be more interested in participating on specific projects / health issues rather than participate in the regular BOH meetings.  It was decided to better define what a youth representatives role may be before voting on the proposal.

It was moved and seconded that the meeting in December will be cancelled as a few members will be away and there wouldn’t be a quorum. A strategic planning meeting will be held.  The motion was voted on and approved.

VII. Public Comment:  None

VIII. Meeting Adjourned at 6:54 pm.
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