The Institutional Controls Agreement

For the last seven-plus years Anaconda-Deer Lodge County has been developing and implementing an Interim Institutional Controls Program designed to protect the public from exposure to metals and educate and inform residents about the Superfund site.  After years of developing a program for our community and proving that the program is effective, we now have negotiated an agreement which provides long term funding of the program. 

What the Agreement does:

• Funds  the County’s Institutional Controls Program.

• Funds Superfund maintenance of properties given to the County by AR in 1994, including the Old Works Golf Course, East Yards, Mill Creek, Red Sands, Stuckey Ridge, and others.

   • Funds the County to enhance economic re-development activities.
• Replaces the 1994 Conveyance Agreement.

What the Agreement does not do:

• DOES NOT give the County Superfund liability.

• DOES NOT relieve Atlantic Richfield of their Superfund obligations in the County. Atlantic Richfield is still the responsible party, and their work here will continue for another 10 to 15 years.

• DOES NOT allow EPA and DEQ to stop their work on the site. They will continue to oversee the remediation work, and they will continue the five-year reviews in perpetuity to evaluate the protectiveness of the remedy.

• IS NOT the final Consent Decree; that document will likely be executed in the next 12 months.

Public Meeting

• Commissioners and the public will have an opportunity to learn about the agreement on Wednesday, August 10, at 6:00 in the courthouse courtroom.

• Technical and legal team will be present to answer questions and listen to comments.

• Factual information and background will be provided to clear up any misperceptions about the agreement. Information will continue to be posted in the Anaconda Leader and on the County’s website.

• We want to hear what people think of what we’ve achieved for the future of this community.

Please express your questions, comments, or concerns to the Superfund Coordinator, Carl Nyman, at 563-7019, or email him at cnyman@qwestoffice.net.

